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Chasing Vermeer 
Blue Balliett 

 

1. What are pentominoes? 
A mathematical tool with 12 pieces.  Each piece consists of 5 squares that share one side.  They 
are named after and look like the letters they represent. 

2. What do the pantomimes help Calder to do? 
Figure things out – He links the letter shape to a word of the same letter.   

3. Three exact letters were delivered to three different people.  What did the people have in 
common? 
They lived alone. 
Their doors opened on to an empty street. 
They had a hard time falling asleep at night. 

4. What did the letters want the receivers to do? 
Help solve a crime about a painter that had been wronged. 

5. What is the teacher’s name that doesn’t teach from books or the curriculum? 
Miss Hussey 

6. What are some of the things Calder and Petra have in common? 
They are both weird – He thinks in patterns.  She thinks in colors. 
They both go to Powell’s Used books – He goes to work. She goes to be alone. 
They are both students of Miss Hussey. 

7. Where does this story take place? 
In the Hyde Park section of Chicago near the University of Chicago. 

8. What was the book, Lo! By Charles Fort, that Petra found outside of Powell’s about? 
 Unusual happenings, like frogs falling from the sky, people disappearing then reappearing 
somewhere else. 

9. How did Tommy, Calder’s friend who had moved, and Calder write to each other? 
They used a code that they devised from the pantomimes pieces.   

10. What did Tommy’s letter tell Calder about Frog, the boy next door to Tommy? 
Frog was missing and Tommy thought he was kidnapped. 

11. What was the name of the painting by Vermeer that was on the top of the box Calder’s 
grandmother had given him and also hanging on Mrs. Sharpe’s wall? 
The Geographer 

12. What was weird about Calder’s grandmother and the color red? 
She wished Vermeer had used more red. 

13. When Calder asked  Mrs. Sharpe about her name being in Lo!, what did she tell Calder to do? 
Bring his friend, Petra, to tea at 4 o’clock. 

14. Why was Calder surprised at Petra’s Halloween costume? 
She was dressed like a woman in a Vermeer painting.  Petra had dreamt of the woman. 
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15. What was the significance of a blue M&M to Calder and Petra? 
It was a sign of the determination to figure out the connection between them and Vermeer? 

16. The Vermeer painting, Lady Writing, was in the National Gallery in Washington, D.C.  It would 
be traveling to a new show the next week.  Where was it going? 
To Chicago where Calder and Petra lived. 

17. What happens to the painting, Lady Writing, on the way to Chicago? 
It gets stolen and a note was left in its place saying “You will agree with me.” 

18. Why was the painting taken? 
It was taken as a protest to uncover the truth about some paintings said to have been painted 
by Vermeer.  Some early and late paintings were not really painted by Vermeer.  The thief 
wanted the truth to come out before they would return the painting. 

19. What happened to Calder’s friend Tommy in New York? 
 Tommy’s new step dad deserted Tommy and his mother, Zelda. 

20. Why did Calder and Petra start having bake sales? 
To earn money to help Tommy and his mother move back to town. 

21. When Calder and Petra went looking in Gracie Hall basement for the painting, why did Calder 
stay behind all night? 
They found a painting wrapped in plain, brown paper without much dust on it.  They were sure 
it was the stolen painting. 

22. When Petra stole the keys to the basement from the principal’s secretary, she went to Calder 
and the painting.  What was in the brown wrapping? 
A simple painting, certainly not the Lady Writing by Vermeer. 

23. What was the one important thing that the Vermeer theft did for the public? 
It made the public think about art, talk about art, and study art.  The theft had been a gift to the 
world. 

24. What was Mrs. Sharpe’s husband been studying at the time he was murdered? 
Vermeer 

25. Why was Ms. Hussey out of school? 
She was arrested as a suspect in the art robbery. 

26. Where did Petra find her copy of the original letter from the thief? 
In Mrs. Sharpe’s bushes 

27. What did Mrs. Sharpe do with the pentominoes? 
She made words out of them. 

28. What did Petra discover in the iron railings of Delia Dell Hall? 
There were figures – vines, flutes, etc. – The items were the same things that Mrs. Sharpe had 
named when she made up words using the Pentominoes. 
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29. What did Calder and Petra have in common with the “T” pentomino? 
They were both going to be 12 on the 12th day of the 12th month.  They found the Lady Writing 
under the 12th stair behind a panel of a triangle in a rectangle in Delia Dell. 

30. What was interesting about the necklace in the painting? 
It was made of 12 pearls. 

31. What does the message hidden in the illustrations say? 
The Lady Lives 

32. After Calder and Petra go the painting out of Delia Dell, what happened as they were running 
away? 
A man started chasing them.  Petra got away, found a policeman, and went back to the 
playground to find Calder. 

33. What did they find at the playground when Petra returned with the policeman? 
Calder was not there but they found his sweatshirt with blood on it. 

34. Since Petra had the real painting, how did it get stolen from her? 
She left it in the police car and the man that had been chasing them stole it out of the car. 

35. Where did Petra find Calder? 
In the treehouse of a neighbor.  He was cold, the man had knocked him off the sliding board at 
the playground and he hurt his head. 

36. Who had stolen the painting? 
The man who had married Tommy’s mother, Fred.  He was really an art thief called “Glitter 
Man”. 

37. Who had received the 3 letters? 
Mr. Watch, Mrs. Sharpe, and Ms. Hussey 

38. What other things in the story had 12’s in common? 
Mrs. Sharpe’s husband had left #1212 in his date book before he died. 
There were 12 people involved in the children’s mystery. 
Each name involved had 12 letters. 
The Lady Writing has 12 letters.  

39. What assignment did Ms. Hussey give to the class that go them all thinking about the power of 
writing? 
They were supposed to write her a letter that she wouldn’t be able to forget.  No one could do 
it. 


